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A R I TR AUSTI GUDMU NDSSON 

Eruptions 
This beautiful book contains photographs  

of all the volcanic eruptions that Icelandic

photographers have managed to capture over 

the course of the 20th century, with some

truly phenomenal sights, including some world 

famous historical moments such as the

Surtsey eruption which created a new island 

between 1963–1967 and the eruption on the

island of Heimaey in 1973, which formed a new 

volcano on the outskirts of a town of 5.000

inhabitants.HARDBACK 

2005

29 x 23 cm, 312 pp 

229 color/b&w photographs 

7 illustrations

A R I T R AUST I GU DMU N DS SON is a geophysicist and one of Iceland’s 
foremost experts on volcanic activity and volcanoes. He is the author of some 
twenty books on geology, travelling, and nature, including a comprehensive 
study of all the volcanic areas in Iceland.

PAPERBACK  

W/PLASTIC JACKET

2007

48 pp

Available in: English and German

A R I TR AUSTI GUDMU NDSSON 

Living Earth
The Geology of Iceland

One of Iceland’s most distinguished writers 

of popular geological and nature books has 

compiled international research into Icelandic 

geology, providing the reader with an overview 

of the pooled findings, which are explained in a 

clear and accessible style. An incredibly useful 

and readable handbook that will satisfy even  

the most scientific readers. 

A R I TR AUSTI GUDMU NDSSON
PETUR THOR LEIFSSON

Icelandic Mountains 
Walking Routes to 151 Summits 

A wonderful book for trekkers and outdoor 

activity lovers. Icelandic Mountains contains  

walkingroutes to Iceland’s major summits, 

which are indicated in a clear and entertain-

ing way, with detailed maps of mountains 

and their surroundings areas, and precious 

information for travellers on the length of 

each walk, the level of difficulty involved and 

its duration.

PAPERBACK  

W/PLASTIC JACKET 

2004 

334 pp

Rights available

Sold to: UK (Cicerone)

B O O K S  O N  I C E L A N D B O O K S  O N  I C E L A N D



· 136 · · 137 ·

SIGUR DUR H. STEF NISSON

Aurora
Lights of the Northern Sky

Magnificent photographs of the northern 

lights in their many different forms, with 

tips on viewing and photographing, as well 

as facts and myths about the aurora. Stef-

nisson’s photograph of an aurora above and 

beyond an erupting volcano was selected 

as one of the 100 best photographs ever 

published in the National Geographic in 112 

years of the magazine’s history.

DA NIEL BERGM A N N

Icelandic  
Wilderness
A true masterpiece, Icelandic Wilderness 

is a photographic journey made by Daniel 

Bergmann, who spent days and weeks  

in the wilderness trying to capture pho-

tographs of rare birds, wild animals and 

magnificent landscapes. This is the only 

collection of its kind.

HARDBACK 

22 x 24,5 cm, 72 pp 

Available in: 

English, German and Japanese

HARDBACK

23 x 27 cm, 125 pp 

Available in English

B O O K S  O N  I C E L A N D B O O K S  O N  I C E L A N D

HOR DU R K R IST I NS SON is a Dr. rer.nat. in botany and has been  
studying and photographing the flora of Iceland for almost fifty years.

HOR DUR K R ISTINSSON

Flowering Plants 
and Ferns of Iceland 
Flowering Plants and Ferns of Iceland, 

one of the most popular guides to Icelandic 

flora, has now been extensively revised and 

improved. Inside you’ll find 465 different 

species of plants, some of which are new to 

Iceland or have been naturalized in recent 

decades. 

ARNBJORG L. JOHANNSDOTTIR

Icelandic  
Medicinal Herbs 
This beautiful and highly practical book, 

adorned with close to two hundred colour 

photographs, focuses on the healing proper-

ties of Icelandic and international herbs 

and how they can be used to boost human 

health. The characteristics of the plants 

are examined, as well as where they can 

be found, which parts of them contain the 

effective healing properties, the active in-

gredients in them, their effect on the human 

body and on specific disorders. 

Other available books in this series:

The Icelandic Stones Handbook 

The Key to Icelandic Geology

21 x 14,5 cm

PAPERBACK  

W/PLASTIC JACKET 

2009 

240 pp

Rights available 

PAPERBACK  

W/PLASTIC JACKET 

2010 

368 pp

Published in Icelandic, German and English

Rights available 
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JOH A N N OLI HIL M A R SSON

The Puffin 
This delightful book explores the life of the 

Puffin in words and pictures, and provides 

details of Iceland’s best puffin-watching 

locations. With unique photographs that 

show aspects of puffin behaviour which have 

not been photographed before.

JOH A N N OLI HIL M A R SSON 

Icelandic Bird Guide 
An identification guide that can make your 

bird-watching in Iceland more interesting. It 

has over 500 photographs and diagrams and 

describes order, family habits and identifying 

features as well as locating the habitat, breed-

ing areas, population, clutch size, incubation 

period of all species found in Iceland. 

A SBJOR N BJORGV INSSON 
HEL MU T LUGM AY R

Whalewatching  
in Iceland 

An informative and well illustrated book 

about the way of life of whales, their be- 

havior and conduct as well as a brief  

description of birds and seals commonly 

seen during whale watching trips. 

B O O K S  O N  I C E L A N D

PAPERBACK

2002

61 pp  

Available in: 

English and German

HARDBACK

2008

125 pp

Available in English

HARDBACK 

14 x 22 cm, 193 pp 

Available in:

English and German

HARDBACK 

22 x 24 cm, 170 pp 

Available in:

English and German

FR IDTHJOFUR THOR K ELSSON

The Colours of the 
Icelandic Horse
This is the first book of its kind to show 

the full range of possible colours to be found 

in the Icelandic horse. The book monitors 

the same foals from the moment of their 

birth to when they have acquired their  

definitive colour, and the changes in colour 

are shown, step by step. 

GISLI B.  BJOR NSSON  
H. SV EINSSON

The Icelandic Horse 
This magnificent book is the largest and 

most comprehensive book about Icelandic 

horses ever published. It contains informa-

tion about almost everything that has  

to do with Icelandic horses. Also, there are 

chapters about how they are doing outside  

of Iceland, including competitions and 

shows. Finally, the book features a long 

chapter about breeding.

HARDBACK

24 x 34 cm, 415 pp

Available in: 

English and German

B O O K S  O N  I C E L A N D



· 140 · · 141 ·

L A R G E  F O R M A T  I L L U S T R A T E D  B O O K S

GU DMU N DU R PA L L OL A FS SON has a B.Sc degree in biology from Ohio 
State University and is a doctor of marine biology from Stockholm University. 
He also has a degree in art from Colombus College of Art and Design, Ohio. 
He has worked as a teacher, a writer, naturalist, nature photographer, active 
conservationist, columnist and lecturer in Iceland, and sometimes abroad.

HARDBACK 

1990 

24 x 33 cm, 419 pp 

Available in English

GUDMU NDUR PA LL OL A FSSON 

The Coast of Iceland 
This all-round reference work opens up the 

world of the coast, its nature, its culture, its 

magic, describing the formation and endless 

evolution of the land; the influence of the sun, 

the moon and the weather on life on the shore; 

the mechanisms of tides and complex oceanic  

currents; and littoral life-forms, large and 

small. With stunning photographs showing 

both of the ocean depths and the flora and 

fauna of the coast.

GUDMU NDUR PA LL OL A FSSON 

Iceland – 
the Enchanted 
A comprehensive description of the extraor-

dinary variety and magic of the Icelandic 

landscape, from chilling ice to fiery glory of 

the skies, from treacherous glacial melt water 

rivers to tiny meadow flowers, the unique 

and the everyday, even places of fond memo-

ries, or fearful ones. 

HARDBACK

1995

24 x 33 cm, 460 pp

Available in English

L A R G E  F O R M A T  I L L U S T R A T E D  B O O K S

GUDMU NDUR PA LL OL A FSSON 

Birds of Iceland
This outstanding book introduces the reader 

into the enchanting world of Icelandic birds, 

with descriptions of their behaviour patterns 

and way of life and flight, feeding habits, breed-

ing and preferred habitats. The book enumerates 

each species of Icelandic breeding birds, in text 

and photographs, including references to folk-

lore and fiction. 

• Nominated for the Icelandic Literary Award 
in non-fiction in 2005

GUDMU NDUR PA LL OL A FSSON

The Icelandic  
Highlands
The mountainous centre of the island, with its 

rocky deserts, jagged mountain peaks, ice caps, 

volcanoes, hidden valleys and hot springs, is an 

awe-inspiring and untouched wilderness. This 

magnificent book presents the Icelandic high-

lands in all their splendour. 

HARDBACK 

2005

24 x 33 cm, 383 pp

HARDBACK 

2000 

24 x 33 cm, 439 pp 

The most comprehensive work ever published on the treasures 

of Icelandic nature. Entertainingly and informatively written, 

the books in this series are lavishly illustrated 

with stunning colour photographs and present the wonders 

of Iceland from all conceivable angles.
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Icelandic Atlas 
The Icelandic Atlas is the most extensive atlas 

of Iceland ever published, and marks a turning 

point in Icelandic cartographic history. The 

entire country, from the highest peaks to the 

outermost headlands and islands, is depicted 

on 132 magnificent maps in the scale of 1:100 

000. The maps are highly detailed, including 

over 43.000 place-names, along with an intro-

duction on the history of Icelandic mapmaking 

and on the country’s nature. Using the ArcGIS 

geographic information system from ESRI, 

the surface of the country could be reproduced 

with extraordinary accuracy, so that the height 

of mountains, the depth of valleys, and the 

endless expanses of the wilderness are per-

ceived as if one were flying over the landscape. 

The Icelandic Atlas is a unique reference work 

on the geography of Iceland, which has been 

warmly welcomed by the people of Iceland.

The Icelandic Atlas won three awards at the 

ESRI Conference in San Diego in 2006, the 

world’s largest geographic information confer-

ence, with more that 1000 companies com-

peting in 10 categories, where the Icelandic 

Atlas had the honour of being chosen absolute 

favourite.

M A P S

HARDBACK CASED EDITION

47 x 36 cm, 208 pp 

Hiking maps
The Hiking maps are produced for those 

who travel in Iceland’s most popular natural 

regions. The maps focus on enjoyable driving 

and walking routes, and include a variety of 

information, including many place-names. 

On the reverse of the maps are descriptions 

of the main natural attractions of the regions, 

together with more precise maps of individual 

walking routes, etc. 

M A P S

Ten maps in this series have now been published:

Map 1: Reykjanes – Thingvellir 1:100 000 / 1:50 000

Map 2: Gullfoss – Geysir – Hekla 1:100 000 / 1:50 000 

Map 3: Kjolur – Langjokull 1:100 000 / 1:50 000

Map 4: Landmannalaugar – Thorsmork – Fjallabak 1:100 000 / 1:50 000

Map 5: Skaftafell 1:100 000 / 1:50 000

Map 6: Lonsoræfi – Snaefell 1:100 000 / 1:50 000

Map 7: Askja – Herdubreid – Kverkfjoll 1:100 000 / 1:50 000

Map 8: Akureyri – Myvatn – Dettifoss 1:120 000 / 1:50 000

Map 9: Hornstrandir 1:100 000 / 1:55 000

Map 10: Snaefellsnes 1:100 000 / 1:55 000



FOR L AGID, Iceland’s largest  
publishing house publishes titles under 
three imprints: JPV, Mál og menning  
and Vaka-Helgafell. The company also  
has an ambitious cartographic division.

JPV PU BL ISHER S are editors of literature 
and general-interest publications, as well  
as a number of Iceland’s leading authors.  
They are also publishers of translated fiction 
and among their authors are Milan Kundera, 
Paulo Coelho, Cervantes, James Patterson, 
José Carlos Somoza and Khaled Hosseini.

M Á L OG ME N N I NG, founded in 1937,  
is Iceland’s longest established publisher 
and remains a dynamic force at the forefront 
of publishing Icelandic and foreign literary 
fiction, children’s books, reference, general 
non-fiction and high quality illustrated titles. 
Among their authors are Gabriel García 
Márquez, Bernard Schlink, Doris Lessing,  
Carlos Ruíz Zafón, Imre Kertesz, Annie 
Proulx, Salman Rushdie and Astrid Lindgren.

VA K A-HEL GA F EL L’s mission is to  
entertain its readers as a leading publisher  
of popular books for the general market,  
including cookery, lifestyle and health titles.

For further information please contact  

the foreign rights department:

UA MATTHIASDOTTIR  

ua@forlagid.is 

VALGERDUR BENEDIKTSDOTTIR  

vala@forlagid.is 

 




